
Y1 Knowledge Organiser Geography: United Kingdom

Where in the world are we?

The country we live in is called 

England.

At St. Catherine’s many of us live in a 

town called Horwich, which is part of 

a bigger town called Bolton. 

Bolton is in England.

England is a country

There are four countries in the United 

Kingdom (UK):

England

Ireland

Scotland 

Wales

Each of these countries has a capital 

city, flag and national flower.

The United Kingdom 

The UK is officially known as the United Kingdom of 

Great Britain and Northern Ireland.

The UK includes the island of Great Britain, Northern 

Ireland and many smaller islands

Great Britain is an island. It is surrounded by seas:

• to the south by the English Channel, which 

separates it from continental Europe.

• to the east by the North Sea.

• to the west by the Irish Sea and the Atlantic Ocean

The republic of Ireland is not a country of the United 

Kingdom

Key Vocab

1 Compass

point

Any of the main points of a 

compass: north, south, east, 

west. 

2 Country An area of land that is 

controlled by its own 

government

3 England A country in the United 

Kingdom

4 Great 

Britain

An island that is made up of 

England, Scotland and 

Wales

5 United 

Kingdom

The UK is officially known as 

the United Kingdom of Britain 

and Northern Ireland. It 

includes England, Scotland, 

Wales and Northern Ireland 

6 Town A thickly settled area that is 

usually larger than a village 

but smaller than a city

7 City A large town. Manchester 

and London are cities

8 Capital city The city is where the 

government sits. London is 

the capital city of England 

and the UK

9 Island A piece of land that is 

completely surrounded by 

water

10 Sea A large area of salty water 

that is part of an ocean

11 Monarch A person who reigns over a 

kingdom or empire
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London

London is the capital of and largest city in England and 

the United Kingdom

The River Thames flows through London.

Buckingham Palace is The Queen's official London 

residence

The first monarch to use Buckingham Palace as their 

official residence was Queen Victoria, who moved there 

in 1837

London

Compass

Compasses can be used to

find direction

A compass has four points;

north, south, east and west

You can remember the points of a compass 

by using this:

Never Eat Slippery Worms

Or

Never Eat Shredded Wheat

In between the major directions on a 

compass are minor directions, such as 

North East or South West.

Bolton is in Greater Manchester which is in 

the North West of England 


