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Knowledge Organiser History: Inspirational Leaders: Queen Elizabeth I and Queen Victoria

Who was Queen Elizabeth I
Elizabeth I was Queen of
England, Ireland and Wales
from 1558-1603.
She was the daughter of
King Henry VIII.
She was queen at a time
when women were
considered to be weaker.
Elizabeth never married, despite there being
several opportunities to. She famously said that
she was married to her country.

What is a Monarch?

Key Vocab
Monarch

A person who reigns over
a kingdom or empire

Reign

Rule by a king or queen

Abdicate

To officially give up a
position of power or a right

We use Roman numerals after King and Queen
names when there have been more than one.

Exploration

Exploring previously
unknown areas

The current monarch is Queen Elizabeth II.

Colony

A territory ruled by a distant
country

Empire

A group of different
countries with one leader

A monarch is a person who reigns over a kingdom
or empire such as a king or queen. They are usually
part of a royal family and rule as monarch until their
death, or if they decide to abdicate.

She was 25 when she became queen.
She was the last Queen of the Tudor family.

Who was Queen Victoria?
Queen Victoria was the
British Queen from 1837 –
1901.
Victoria married her cousin,
Albert and they had nine
children together.
Albert died quite young.
Victoria was so upset she
spent the rest of her life
wearing black clothes.
She was 18 when she became queen
Victoria was the last Queen of the
Hanover family.

To show people she could rule the
country well Elizabeth had portraits
painted of her as strong, mighty and
rich.
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Troublesome Times

Queen Elizabeth I survived
many plots to kill her!

Queen, Victoria survived
many plots to kill her!

Her cousin Queen Mary of
Scots tried to have
Elizabeth killed numerous
times. Finally, Elizabeth
had the Queen of Scots
captured and put to death.

Only one attempt on
Victoria’s life actually
injured her. In 1850 an exsoldier named Robert Pate
hit her over the head with
an iron-tipped cane. It left
the Queen with a black
eye and a scar that lasted
for years.

In order to know who was
plotting against her,
Elizabeth set up a spy
network throughout
England.

A young man, called
Edward Oxford, fired at the
Queen twice but missed.

Golden Age

Victorian Age

Elizabeth’s reign is looked back on as a
‘Golden Age‘ in British history. It was a time
of great exploration by men such as Sir
Francis Drake and Sir Walter Raleigh,
who discovered new lands and set up new
colonies overseas. Poetry, music and
literature were loved by lots of people, and
London opened its first theatres.
Playwrights such as William
Shakespeare were very popular, especially
with the Queen, who attended the first
performance of Shakespeare’s ‘A
Midsummer Night’s Dream’.

Queen Victoria was one of the most famous
queens in history. She was queen of Britain,
as well as a huge empire. The Victorian Age
was a period in time which was named after
her.
During the Victorian Age, the Industrial
Revolution was happening – this is when
inventions meant that it was easier to make
things in factories to sell, and that those
things could be sent to places further away
than before. Lots of people worked in the
factories.
Also during the Victorian Age, Great Britain
became the British Empire. Britain
governed many countries, kingdoms and
colonies all over the world. Many of these
places are part of the British
Commonwealth today.

This is a painting showing one of the attempts to kill
Victoria. A young man, called Edward Oxford, fired at the
Queen twice but missed.

A young Elizabeth

A young Victoria

